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BetterLight (left) and PTM (right) scans of an unpublished Elamite fragment from the Persepolis 
Fortification Archive. The text uses an Elamite phrase found only once elsewhere, in the great 
narrative inscription of Darius I at Bisotun, where it describes the death of Cambyses

are “Case in Point: The Persepolis Fortification Archive Project,” submitted for publication 
in Archaeologies of Text: Archaeology, Technology and Ethics, the proceedings of a symposium at 
the Joukowsky Institute at Brown University, edited by Morag Kersel and Matthew Rutz; a 
paper presented the annual meeting of the American Oriental Society in Chicago that treats 
new evidence from Fortification texts for the interpretation of a passage in the great Bisotun 
inscriptions of Darius I, a passage that has been a topic of sharp debate since the first full 
decipherment of cuneiform scripts more than 140 years ago; and presentations on the con-
tents of the Archive and the methods of the Project to a Smart Museum/Oriental Institute 
Teacher Workshop, to a minicourse on ancient economies for members and docents, to the 
Persian Circle, and to a general audience at Illinois Wesleyan University. 

————————————————————

Emily Teeter

This was a good year for publications, with the appearance of Emily Teeter’s Baked Clay 
Figurines and Votive Beds from Medinet Habu (Oriental Institute Publications 133) and the ex-
hibit catalog Before the Pyramids: The Origins of Egyptian Civilization (Oriental Institute Museum 
Publications 33). Religion and Ritual in Ancient Egypt finally appeared from Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, and Mısır ve Mısırlılar (the Turkish edition of Egypt and the Egyptians) was issued by 
Arkadaş Publishers in Ankara. A general article about the Before the Pyramids show appeared 
in Kmt: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt. 

Emily delivered a Harper Lecture in Cleveland on the Visible Language exhibit. She 
spoke about Meresamun and music and its role in temples at a symposium at the Toledo Art 
Museum, and she gave another talk on Meresamun to the Seattle Chapter of the American 
Research Center in Egypt. She lectured for several chapters of the International Women’s 
Association here in Chicago, and she gave a number of gallery talks in conjunction with the 
Before the Pyramids exhibit. 
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Emily continues to serve as the president of the American Research Center in Egypt. In 
October, she and other members of the Board traveled to Egypt to discuss operations. The 
organization had its annual meeting in Chicago in early April, with a record attendance of 430 
people, many of whom came to the Oriental Institute for a tour of the Before the Pyramids 
and a reception in the Mesopotamian gallery. Independent travels included Beirut and Syria.

————————————————————

Theo van den Hout 

This past year marked the last year of Theo van den Hout’s first term as chair of the Depart-
ment of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (NELC) and he is looking forward to a sab-
batical in 2011–2012. Besides his teaching and work on the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Theo 
submitted (with the welcome assistance from our Publications Office) in the beginning of the 
year the final manuscript of 245 Hittite fragments in hand copy with an introductory catalog 
detailing genres as well as indicating possible duplicates and joins with already known pieces. 
The resulting book came out in early April (see below). He also wrote three entries for the 
Reallexikon der Assyriologie. Currently he is working on additional and larger entries for the 
Reallexikon and a few short articles. 

Since the previous Annual Report, a number of publications have appeared in print. First 
of all the book already mentioned: Texte aus dem Bezirk des Grossen Tempels X (Keilschrifttexte 
aus Boghazköi 59; Berlin: Gebrüder Mann Verlag). In addition there are the following articles: 
“The Hieroglyphic Luwian Signs L. 255 and 256 and Once Again KARATEPE XI,” in ipamati 
kistamati pari tumatimis. Luwian and Hittite Studies Presented to J. David Hawkins on the Occasion of 
His 70th Birthday, edited by I. Singer, pp. 234–43 (Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of Archaeol-
ogy Monograph Series 28; Tel Aviv: Emery and Claire Yass Publications in Archaeology, 2010); 
“The Rise and Fall of Cuneiform Script in Hittite Anatolia,” in Visible Language: Inventions of 
Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Beyond, edited by C. Woods, pp. 99–108, 210–12 (Oriental 
Institute Museum Publications 32; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2010); “Studies in the 
Hittite Phraseological Construction II. Its Origin,” in Hethitica 16 (2010) (= Gedenkschrift für 
Erich Neu), pp. 191–204; “LÚDUB.SAR.GIŠ = ‘clerk’?,” Orientalia 79 (2010): 255–67 (= Festschrift 
for Alfonso Archi); “The Written Legacy of the Hittites,” in Insights into Hittite History and 
Archaeology, edited by H. Genz and D. P. Mielke, pp. 47–84 (Colloquia Antiqua 2; Leuven-Paris-
Walpole: Peeters, 2011). 

Two reviews were published: Review of Die Hethiter, by Jörg Klinger, in Die Orientalistische 
Literaturzeitung 105 (2010): 430–32, and Review of Hethitisches Wörterbuch, Zweite, völlig neube-
arbeitete Auflage auf der Grundlage der edierten hethitischen Texte, Band III/1: Ḫ, Lieferun-
gen 11–17, by Johannes Friedrich†, Annelies Kammenhuber†, and Inge Hoffmann,” in Kratylos 
55 (2010): 118–24. Finally, Theo wrote a brief article on the CHD entitled “The Chicago Hittite 
Dictionary — More than just a Dictionary,” for Oriental Institute News & Notes (issue 208): 9–11.

In September Theo was invited for a lecture at Leiden University, “Recente ideeën over 
datering van Hethitische teksten en geletterdheid bij de Hethieten” (“Recent Ideas on Hittite 
Text Dating and Literacy in Hittite Society”). 

————————————————————
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